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Dates of 
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ENGLISH AND BENGALI. 
Weekly. 
‘* Dacca Gazette” i 


BEna@aLl. 


Fortnightly. 
‘Tripura Prakash ” i 
Weekly. 

“ Sansodhini” ... i 
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Fortnightly. 
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Chittagong eas 


AssaM. 


Sylhet ee: 


500 


700 


120 


| 


80th 
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Rd ported Dates of papers received 
No, Names of Newspapcrs. Place of publication. Bic won ae to and oo for the REMARKS, 
Urpv. 
Weekly. 
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1 | “Darjeeling Mission ke Masik| Darjeeling sie 500 It is said that 660 
Samacuar Patrika.” copies of the paper 
Dacca Division. are | printed each 
BENGALI. month. Out of this 
number, 150 copies 
Fortnightly. are distributed 
: among the subscri- 
1 | “ Kasipur Nivasi ” ... | Kasipur, Barisal _... 244 | 29th ditto. bers, and the rest 
sold to the public st 
Weekly. three pics per copy. 
1 | “ Barisal Hitaishi’’ ... | Barisal vei ere 26th ditto. 
g | “Charn Mihir” ... | Mymensingh ‘és 900 | 23rd ditto. 
8 | Dacca Prakash ” ... | Dacca i 2,400 | 29th ditto. 
4 | “Saraswat Patra’ “la ... |About 440 | 28th ditto. 
6 |“ Vikrampur”’ ... .». | Uauhajangha, Dacca .. 240 | 26th ditto. 
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IIl.— Home ADMINISTRATION, 


(a)—Poltce. 


A correspondent of the Burdwan Sanjivant of the 24th November come Borpwax Sansvant, 


plains of prevalence of theft in the Raniganj sub- 
division of the Burdwan district. A theft was 
committed a few days ago in the house of the Postmaster of Searsole, and theft 


has become very frequent of late at Kharhsuli. The local police, however, is 
quite indifferent. 


2. The Darussaltanat and Urdu Guide of the 26th November savs that 


A ressive Sub-Inspector of the highhandedness of Munshi Ajaib Lall, Sub- 
Police. “i Inspector of Police in the Bihar subdivision, has 
reached its climax. He always maltreats Muham- 


madan residents of the place. It is hoped that Mr. Inglis will take steps to 
have the man removed from the subdivision. 


3. The Barisai Hitaishi of the 26th November says that the Barisal 


The Beri ee notification has failed to check murders in the 
e Barisal notification. ee ; 

: Backergunge district, and has only made people’s 
life and property insecure. Murder from jealousy in love and from other 


sudden provocation is as rife as ever; the murderers making use of knives, 
daos and such other weapons instead of guns. 


4. The Hitavadi of the 27th November says that the disarming of the 

_ people of Backergunge has not put a stop to murders. 
Murderers and dacoits never took out licenses to 
keep fire-arms, and they still keep fire-arms without licenses. By refusing 
licenses to keep fire-arms Government has only deprived law-abiding people of 
the means of defending themselves against murderers and dacoits. As for 
murders committed under sudden provocation, they cannot, in the nature of 
things, be prevented by the taking away of fire-arms; for those in a passion 
will never want for hatchets or poison which may serve their purpose quite as 
well. As amatter of fact, a murder was lately committed with a hatchet at a 
village in the Backergunge district. Sir Alexander Mackenzie is a wise, 
intelligent, and gentle ruler. We hope that he will yet reconsider the matter. 


If the people of Backergunge cannot obtain redress even from a ruler like him, 
the case is hopeless. 


5. A correspondent of the same paper complains that swindlers are 
frequently found to ply their trade near the Govern- 
ment Telegraph Office. One day a person dressed 
like a gentleman purchased some brass utensils from 
Barabazar and told the shop-keeper to send a trustworthy cooly with him to 
receive payment. A cooly was accordingly sent with him. When the man 
had come near the Government ‘l'elegraph Office he transferred the burden to 
another cooly who was there waiting for him, and telling the former cooly 
to wait till he brought money from the office entered into it. But he went out 
by another door and the cooly could not find him any more. Another day 
a Uriya was enquiring of people near the office where steamer tickets for 
Chandbali were to be had. A man came up and asked the Uriya where he 
would go, and being answered that he would go to Chandbali, told him that he, 
too, was about to go to that place. He then told the Uriya to give him 5 rupees 
that he might purchase a ticket for him. The Uriya gave him the money, and 
the swindler at once made himself scarce. 2 
6. One Najiruddin a af beso gp in Oe 
‘ of the Zot Ovember, says tha 6 oppressions 
want's cde sonlene % the to which Thandamiya of «acer Beis within the 
Faridpur district. jurisdiction of the Pangsa thana in the Goalundo 
subdivision of the Faridpur district was subjected last year by Sayaram Rat 
and Jadunath Joaddar, naibs of the Narail estate, for having slaughtered a cow 
on the occasion of the Bakr-id, so alarmed the residents of the place that they 
proposed to slaughter only a goat instead of a cow on the occasion of the 
Bakr-id this year. A few days previous to the festival, however, Panchanan 
Babu, Inspector of Goalundo, came to Pangsa and sent a chaukidar to tell the 
Musalman villagers that they might sacrifice a cow. A cow was, accordingly, 
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slaughtered. But only two days had passed after the sacrifice when the Hindy 
zamindars began to oppress the Musalmans. The men had to spend two hundred 
rupees in paying fines and bribes before they could escape from the hands of 
their oppressors. But a report of this matter having got abroad in the news. 
papers, the poor Musalmans have again incurred the displeasure of the naibs, 
At the instance of the District Magistrate, the abovenamed Inspector came to 
enquire whether the complaint about the oppression was correct. He took tha 
depositions of rome respectable villagers and. went away, and nothing more 
has been heard about him or his report. It is said that to please the naibs he 
reported that the complaint about oppression was baseless. ‘I'he poor villagers 
will be ground down under oppression by the zamindars’ men if Government 
takes no further step against thie latter. 

—- Will not Government listen to this prayer because it is made by poor Musal. 
mans? Shall the Musalmans of Pangsa then quit this world under such fiendish 
oppression ? Shall they not be able to carry on unmolested their religious prac. 
tices? Government should know that the Musalmans will not tolerate inter. 
ference with their religious practices. If the fire of religious enthusiasm is 
once kindled in their heart all the waters of the Atlantic will not be able to 
quench it. 


7. The same correspondent of the sams paper complains of the preva- 
eS a lence of theft in the Pangsa thana in the Faridpur 
Faidpur district. SS”~SC«trrict. People do not venture to fetch food. 
grains from the markets for fear of being looted on 
the way, and the dealers themselves are afraid of keeping stocks of food-grains 
in hand. The other day at midnight a man was killed by thieves on the road 
while passing by the vilies Ataikula near the Pabna district. 
8. The Kasipur Nivast of the 29th November says that since the dis- 
Westtiht—-_e of the Backergunge district gunshot 
guns in the Barisal district. murders have almost become unknown there. 
Government’s action in employing panchayets and 
other respectable men to enquire whether the confiscation of guns has led to an 
increase of thefts, dacoities and ravages of wild beasts in any village, and whether 
it will be for the benefit of any village to permit any resident to use fire-arms, 18 
highly praiseworthy. ‘The inconvenience which people are now feeling for 
want of fire-arms is totally imaginary, and is only such as a man accustomed to 
the use of a certain article of luxury will feel if suddenly deprived of that 
article. Before guns were extensively used in this district, wild beasts were 
killed by professional shikaris who were paid by the villagers. 
® The Dacca Gazelte of the 30th November hopes that Government 


in Wika aitiRecties will soon withdraw the Barisal notification, as 


stains confiscation of guns has failed to check gunshot 
murders in the district. The notification has failed to make people’s life and 
property more secure than they were before. 


10. The Bankura Darpan of the 1st December publishes the following 
cooly cases :— 
Cooly cases. (1; One Ananta Lal Mukerji of Chhatua in the 


Bankura district came to the Bankura Darpan office 
one day lately and said that on the 25th November last he had come to Bankura 


town with bis servant Sibu Bauri, and sent him to purchase some vegetables, — 
and that Sibu had not been heard of since. He learnt on enquiry that Sibu 
had been enticed away by an _arkati and had been sent up to Cachar as a cooly 
from the cooly depot of Rasul Sinch. Sibu’s brother -said that Sibu was yet a 
minor and had no doubt been fraudulently enlisted as a cooly. 

(2) Another man informed the writer that the wife of Pela Majhi of 
Jafla in the same district, had been enticed away and sent up as a cooly by one 
Jajneswar lamuli. One Madhav Chang saw the woman in the company of 
Jajneswar and one Bhairab Bauri, who sold her to Madhu Shaikh of Bibarda, 


in whose depot she was detained. She has left a number of children bebind 
her. The police 


will probably take ic Ba as 
attained her majorit P y no notice of this case as the woman h 


(3) On the wight of the 26th N 
and one Atalbihari Karmakar W 


to Raniganj in Shaw Compan 


ovember last, one Nava Kumar Chakravartl 
cre taking a woman named Bidhu Loharin 
ys curriage. Aiter crossing the Damodar 
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river they met the mail carriage coming from Raniganj. The daroga of 
Simlapal was in that carriage, and on finding a young woman of 15 or 16 in the 
company of two men, he suspected foul play, and questioned the men about 
their own and the woman’s destination. Pressed hard the men almost confessed 
their object. The daroga Babu told the jamadar of the Mejer outpost to 
investigate the case and went away. ‘There is not the least doubt that the 
men, who are notorious arkatis but do not possess licenses, first made love to 
the woman and then enticed her away to sell her asa cooly. 


(b)— Working uf the Courts. 


11. In reference to the case in which the sentence of death passed upon  caarv wm 
| four men by Mr. Lea, Officiating District Judge — Nov. 23ra, 1896. 
A oe Big one = gaa _ Se Mymensingh, was reversed by the High Court, 
the Charu Mihir of the 23rd November does not 
wonder that the administration of justice should come to this at the hands of a 
young and inexperienced officer. His three months’ Judgeship in Mymensingh 
was enough to strike terror into the hearts of the residents of the district. 
Indeed, it is the appointment of such inexperienced officers to District Judge- 
ships that is making people lose their respect for and confidence in the 
decisions of the Di-trict Judges. ‘The introduction of the jurv system alone 
is culculated to put an end to judicial vagaries of the kind of which Mr. Lea 
has been guilty. 
12. ‘The Suhuchar of the 25th November has come to the conclusion, — gynacuir, 
Sir Charles Elliott on the ®!ter going through Sir Charles Elliott’s paper on _ Nov. 25th, 1896, 
separation of the judicial and the separation of the judicial and executive func- 
executive functions. tions, that it is too worthless to require refuta'ion. 
If Mr. Ghose had been living he would certainly have exposed the hollowness of 
Sir Charles’s arguments and made Sir Charles a butt of ridicule in the political 
world. Some English gentlemen, however, who are real well-wishers of India, 
have taken upon themselves to do what Mr, Ghose would have done if he had 
lived. And the result is that Sir Charles Elliott has been smashed in three 
papers from the pens of Mr. H. J. Reyuolds, Mr. Dacosta and Sir John Phear, 
respectively. : 
13. Al-Punch of the 26th November is sorry that Mr. Wheeler isagain coming _— At Povcn, 
to Darbhanga. He was once befure Magistrate of Nov. 26th, 1896. 
the district and on that occasion gave good reason 
to complain against him. As Chairman of the 
Darbhanga Municipality he threw the whole municipal office into disorder. 7 
14. The Darussultanat und Urdu Guide of the 26th November complains Darossautanat anv 
. ___ of the heavy fines which the Honorary Magistrates din, vase 
Po snsie punishment for trivial of Barh in Bihar inflict on poor villagers who : 
happening to come to town commit nuisance in 
public places in sheer ignorance. 
15. The Hitavadi of the 27th November learns from a correspondent, — Hravanr, 
writing from Malda, that Mr. H. Wheeler, the young Nev: 27th, 1896. 
sue, Wheeler, Officiating Officiating District Magistrate, is fining his ama, 
agistrate of Malda. eee = ? 
at this time of distress, for very slight faults. 
Many of his subordinates from the head clerk to the chaprasi have had to pay 
fines. Mr, Wheeler ig also very unwilling to grant leave. Jogendra Isabu, 
an overseer, asked for leave to perform the obsequies of his father, but his 
prayer was rejected. This has alarmed the Hindu officers. It is hoped that 
Mr. Wheeler will mend his ways. 
16. The same paper writes as follows :-— Aitava. 
re 3 Our readers are aware that Sir Charles Elhott 
Siri Charles Elliott, on the : ; 
separation of the judicial and has taken up his pen to prove that the union of 
executive functions. executive and judicial functions in one and the 
same officer is specially suitable to India and that their separation 1s fraught with 
danger. It is much to be regretted that Mr. Manmohan Gho-h 1s not alive 
this day to reply to Sir Charles. But we see that in England itself Sir Charles 
arguments have been refuted. In India for November there are published 
articles in reply to Sir Charles by Mr. Reynolds, late of the Bengal Civil Service, 
Sir. John Phear, late Judge of the Calcutta High Court, Mr. Dacosta aud 


Mr. Wheeler as Magistrate of 
Darbhanga. 
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Professor Morrison. How worthless Sir Charles’ arguments are has beep 
sufficiently shown by these writers. Still we must make some remarks on the 
ii ie Chavies says that it is oriental practice to collect all administrative 
ower in the hands ofa single officer and that a departure from this practice 
will be attended with loss of prestige among & people dominated by oriental 
notions as well as with administrative disorder. India, Sir Charles contends, 
is governed weli because these two functions are united in one and the 
same person, and directly they are separated the administration will be 
thrown out of gear and loss of prestige will be inevitable. _ 
In the first place, Sir Charles’ idea of oriental practice 1s an erroneous one. 
In no Asiatic country is all power vested in the same officer. The King, it is 
true, is all in all, but none ot his officers is at once prosecutor and judge. 
Under the Musalmans the kazé (judge) was not also the kotwal (chief police 
officer). But neither administration nor prestige suffered from. the kazi’s not 
exercising the powers of the kotwul and the ‘otwal’s not exercising the powers 
of the kazi. The dignity of those offices did not also sufferin any way on 
account of their separation, Sir Charles is therefore wrong in appealing to 
oriental practice in support of his contention, 


Even under English rule all powers are not collected in the hands of the 
District Magistrate. The District Magistrate cannot try a civil suit or pags 
sentence upon @ murderer or sit in judgment upon arebel. But this does not 
take away from his prestige. Will his prestige then suffer only if he is not 
at once prosecutor and judge? Ifthe District Magistrate’s prestige does not 
suffer from his not possessing civil jurisdiction as well as the powers referred 
to above, it is not easy to see why his prestige should suffer from a separation 
of the executive and judicial functions. Will Sir Charles Elliott tell us what 
mischief results from a separation of those two functions in the Presidency 
towns? All officers of Government, high or low, unite in saying that the 
administration in all its branches is carried on most satisfactorily in the 
Presidency towns. Can Sir Charles Elliott show that itis not so? If neither 
administration nor prestige suffers in any degree in the Presidency towns in 
consequence of a separation of the two functions, will anybody tell us why 
such separation will produce a different result elsewhere ? 


Are not the residents of Calcutta, Madras and Bombay aware of the 
oriental practice? How is it then that a departure from that practice has 
been attended with good results in their case? Sir Charles Elliott has not 
been able to show why the practice which obtains all over the civilised world 
should not also obtain in India. When India first came under British sway, 
Indians and Englishmen were perfect strangers to each other and neither 
could trust the other. A union of the executive and judicial functions was 
therefore necessary at that time. But those days are gone. The rulers and 
the ruled have now come to know each other. Many people in this country 
now know English history and English manners, and feel what English 
intellect and English prowess are, and Hnglishmen, too, have had sufficient 
opportunities of knowing what the people of this country are like. The 
officials have now realised that with proper training and opportunities the 
natives of this country can discharge satisfactorily the duties of every office. 
We therefore contend that a separation of the executive and judicial functions 


will improve the administration of justice in India as it has done everywhere 
else in the civilised world. 


Sir Charles says that “all power should be collected into the hands 
of a single individual.” But it is strange that even a ruler with such an 
insight into human nature as Sir Charles Eliott possesses does not see that the 
collection of all powers in one and the same officer must lead to their abuse. 
As a matter of fact, peeple who are fond of power forget everything in their 
pies gS — it. Pda 7 of Sir Charles Elliott’s administration affords a 
good illustration of how all sense of res ibility j wn bv thos 
ates 5g Md aol ponsibility is forgotten by those who 

If all functions are united in one and ; 
that officer is not likely to be sntiet nd the same officer, the work done by 


¢ : atisiactory, for one man cannot possibl 
discharge satisfactorily many functions. If the work of different Pl ep 
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is supervised by different persons all departments work well. But one person 

cannot possibly supervise satisfactorily all departments. Everybody but those 

whose judgment has been warped by the exercise of too much power or who 

are anxious to exercise their authority in all matters is in favour of a separa- 

tion of the executive and judicial functions. It is clear from the official views 

on the subject collected by the late Mr. Manmohan Ghosh that the weight of 
opinion is in favour of separation. 
17. The same paper says :— 

o Everybody with a grain of common sense must 

an ne uns case in the admit that Ganes’ death was caused by Barnes. 

igh Court. ° ° ° ° 

That the jury acted most improperly is admitted on 

all hands. It is also clear that Barnes is a liar. On the night of the occurrence 

he told Corporal Goulder that he knew nothing about Ganes’ death, but when 

his guilt was almost proved, he said “I merely lifted Ganes, but he struggled 

to get free and in so doing slipped from my hand.” 


The Ptoneer says that Barnes is a very honest man, for he could not bear 
the thought that another should be punished for his fault, and he therefore 
confessed the real facts against his counsel’s advice. The Pioneer has pleaded 
in vain for Barnes. There would have been something to say for Barnes’ 
honesty if he had confessed his guilt on the night of the occurrence, But he 
did not do so and has saved his comrade by a cowardly lie. Barnes saw that 
his guilt had been established by circumstantial, if not direct, evidence. One 
of his comrades, Wade, deposed that he had heard the voice of Barnes and 
Mayes. ‘T'wo coolies also deposed that they had seen two Schibs throw Ganes 
down. The Judge did not believe that Barnes had told the truth and that 
single-handed he could throw down Ganes, 


If justice had been satisfactorily administered in this country, if no 
distinction had been made between natives and Englishmen in the law courts, 
the jury could not have brought in the verdict they did and Justice Blair 
would not have accepted that verdict. It was open to Justice Blair to try the 
case again with the help of a new jury. Again, the law provides for a 
maximum punishment of two years’ imprisonment for the offence of which 
Barnes was convicted. If Justice Blair convicted Barnes, why did he not inflict 
upon him the maximum penalty ? 3 


Mayes has escaped scot-free and Barnes will be released from prison after 
18 months. But Ganes—alas! He will never more return from where he has 
gone. Go, then, Ganes, go to that blessed abode where the wicked do not oppress 
and where injustice is not tolerated. A hundred Barneses, a hundred Mayses 
will not be able to do you the least injury there. And every sigh, every tear 
of your relatives and of your countrymen will fall on the soil of this country 
like a spark of fire, and the English Government will, perhaps, have one day 
to see the large conflagration which will be brought about by the accumulation 
of millions of these sparks. 


18. A correspondent of the Mihir-o-Sudhakar of the 28th November 
complains of the inconvenience which is caused to 

The dates of the Mukbtarship the Musalman candidates for the Mukhtarship and 
re ee Pleadership examinations in consequence of the 
dates of those examinations being generally so fixed as to fall within the Musal- 
man month of Ramjan, the month, that is, during which Musalmans observe 
their Ramjan fast and are forbidden to engage in mg, vend pursuit. It is 
easy to guess, moreover, how troublesome it is for the Musalman candidates to 
prepare themselves for and appear at the examinations when they are not per- 
mitted by their religion to drink a drop of water or eat a morsel of food during 
the whole day. The large number of failures which have taken place in these 
examinations of late years is explained by this circumstance. The Calcutta 
University authorities are considerate enough to appoint such dates for their 
examinations as will not interfere with the holidays or days of religious 
observance of any community. Cannot the authorities: entrusted with the 
conduct of the Mukhtarship and Pleadership examinations show the same 
consideration and hold their examinations towards the end of March instead 
of in the beginning of February as has been done for the last three or four 


years ? 
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19. A correspondent of the Sanjivant of the 28th November complains 
that there are few men of education or character 
among the Bench Magistrates of Manickganj in the 
Dacca district. Men of notoriously bad character 
have been elected to the Bench and men of good character do not like to 
associate with them, The Bench Magistrates are innocent of English, but the 
are too vain to write their judgments in Bengali and they therefore get them 
written in English by others upon whom they have to blindly rely and who are 
thus given the opportunity of taking bribes. 
20. The Dacca Gazette of the 30th November cannot say what led the 
Lieutenant-Governor to transfer two such able and 
Transfer of two Depaty Magis- popular Deputy Magistrates as Babus Jnan Sankar 
erie and Lalit Kumar from the Dacca district, when 


other Deputy Magistrates who have been in the district for far longer periods 
have been left unmolested. 


The Bench Magistrates of Manik- 
ganj in the Dacca district. 


(d)—Education. 


21. The Burdwan Sanjivani of the 24th November does not agree with 


3 | Mr. linucance that there is no multiplicity of 
Picco, oe | Soe text-books for the primary and middle vernacular 
examinations. A boy of ten or eleven is, under 
the present system, made to get up Geometry, Mensuration, Hygiene, Geo- 
graphy, History, Arthmetic, Subhankari or Indian Arithmetic, Mental Arithmetic, 
Literature and Agriculture. Is such overloading of the juvenile mind proper 
and advisable? Does it not fatigue the student’s intellect and ruin his health? 
To cram the student’s memory with too many subjects is not to educate him. 
Geometry, Mensuration, Hygiene and Physical Science should be excluded from 
the curriculum of the Upper Primary Examination. 
22. The Hitavadi of the 27th November says that many hoped that the 


Text-book Committee’s list would be revised this 
The Central Text-book Com- 


elects Ga year, but the Committee has not yet finished the 


: work of revision. Does not the Committee see that 
the inclusion of unfit text-books in their list is prejudicial to the cause of 


education? ‘I'he Committee commenced the work of revision three years ago, 
and God knows when they will finish that work. 


23. The Goveinment, observes the Bangavasi of the 28th November, has 


en made arrangements for the lodging and boarding 
ee inthe Eden of Hindu students in the Eden Hindu Hostel and 


has given the public distinctly to understand that 
nothing un-Hindu will be allowed to exist there. It is, however, well known 
that the evening refreshment of the lodgers is served by babarchis (cooks) of the 
Great Eastern Hotel and that the students cook for themselves meat and eggs 
whenever they like, This is not strange in these times. All that is wanted 


is that the Hostel authorities should let the public know whether the above 
information is correct or not. 


24. The Sanjivani of the 28th November does not approve of the arrange- 


, ment under which Mr. Pedler will have to hold three 

~ oe holding three offices. Offices at one and the same time. He is to be the 
Principal of the Presidency College, Registrar of the Calcutta University and 
Inspector of the Rajshahi and Burdwan Circle. Is efficiency of work to be 
expected under such an arrangement ? 


(e}—Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration, 


25. The Burawan Sanjivani of the 24th November has the following :— 


ine neidia te ieek “ ad Aa: be a widespread water scarcity in 

_ bengal this year—much more widespread and 

severe than it ever was in preceding years. There was not sufficient rain this 
year to fill the tanks, and the tanks in the corn-fields have been exhausted in 
watering the crops. _ Water scarcity is already being felt, and it is painful to 
contemplate how things will stand in March and April. It goes without saying 


thut people will this year greatly suffer from water scarcity and evidemics will 
break out throughout the country. The water scarcity wi “¢ ; le’ 
Salfetinns fol caarcity of foot. carcity will enhance the peoples 
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Last year there was acute water scarcity in the Burdwan district. At the 
instance of the Government the District Board constructed, rather too late, 
wells here and there in the district. ‘These wells will now stand the people in 
good stead. But more wells are wanted, and their construction should at once 
be commenced. It is impossible for the District Board with its limited resources 
to construct all the wells that will be wanted, and the Governmert should 
therefore lend it a helping hand in time. The District and Local Boards 
should without any further delay be instructed to draw up a list of the places 
where water scarcity is most likely to be keenly felt this year. The Magis- 
trates and Subdivisional Officers also should, during their tour, carefully 
ascertain where water scarcity is likely to be most severely felt. Wells and 
tanks should be dug and repaired in the places where they are wanted before 
the winter season is over. It need not be repeated that if the Government 
be not as well prepared to cope with water scarcity as it is to cope with the 
famine thousands will fall victims to the epidemics which will be sure to break 
out. 

The Government will have soon to open famine relief work. It will do 
well to advance loans to landowners without interest for the purpose of digging 
and repairing tanks and wells. By this means the Government will not only 
prevent water scarcity but will also relieve to a large extent the prevailing dis- 
tress of the famine-stricken labourers by providing them with employment. 
We hope that the Government will take the matter into its favourable consider- 
ation. 

26. The Hitavadi of the 27th November says that the publication in a 


Mr. Westmacott’s letter on the Newspaper of any letter affording a proof of . 


exira remuneration of certain official wrong doing creates quite a sensation in the 
—— official circle. The authorities are sorely exercised 
by the publication as if there was no harm in the official wrongdoing, but only 
in the fact of its publication. This paper published an extract from Mr. West- 
macott’s letter on the subject of the extra remuneration of certain clerks under 
the Baranagore Municipality,and the editor has received the following letter 
from the Chairman of that Municipality— 


No. 389, Baranagore, the 23rd November 1896. 
To | 
The Editor of the Hitavadt, 


Calcutta. 
Dear Sir, 


In an article which appeared in your issue of the 20th instant you made 
certain extracts from Divisional Commissioner’s Office letter No. 231M., dated 
2nd Uctober 1896, regarding extra remunerations paid to some servants of this 
Municipality. Could you say if any servant or any Commissioner of this 
Municipality supplied you with a copy of the letter, and could you give me the 
name of such servant or Commissioner ? | 

A reply per bearer will oblige me much. 


Yours faithfully, 


Rost. Tomas, 
Chairman. 


To this the Editor replied as follows:— 
The 24th November 1896. 
Dear Sir, 


In reply to your ietter No. 389 of the 23rd instant, I beg to state that as it 
is out of journalistic etiquette to disclose the names of our correspondents, [ aim 
not in a position to supply you with any information regarding our Baranagore 
correspondent who jaaied me with the information alluded to. 


Yours faithfully, 


KaALIPRASANNA KAVYABISHARAD, 
| Editor. 


HITAVAD!, 
Nov, 27th, 1896. 
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97. Dr. Simpson, observes the Sanjivant of the 28th November, 1s entitled 

to the gratitude of the Calcutta public for his 
efforts to prevent the bubonic plague from visiting 
the metropolis, and especially for the steps he took to remove the accumulated 
filth of ages from the city of palaces. One cannot, however, support his action 
in drawing blood from a dying patient. Such wanton cruelty cannot be too 
strongly condemned. An account of what Drs. Simpson and Cobb did to 
the dying patient has been published in the Amrita Bazar Pairika and shows 
how cruel and unlawful their conduct was. In the name of justice and 
humanity the Government should make an enquiry into the conduct of these 
two medical men. ; 

Now that the Augean stables have been cleared it should be the duty of 
the Commissioners to prevent the accumulation of filth in the town, find out 
the bribe-taking and incompetent municipal servants to whose apathy and 
negligence this accumulation of filth was due, and dismiss them at once. The 
bribe-taking propensity of some municipal underlings is notorious, and it is 
often difficult to approach them without greasing their palm. A gentleman 


Calcutta Municipal matters. 


who has purchased an old house in Guru Prasad Chaudhuri’s Lane applied to the 


municipality a year ago for permission to make changes in his privy and stairs. 
The gentleman has not yet got the required permission simply because he did 
not think it proper to bribe the municipal officers, without whose help permis- 
sion cannot be had. MHouse-owners are often put to great trouble and 
inconvenience on account of these bribe-taking municipal employés. The 
Commissioners know it and yet they remain indifferent. 
28. The Mihir-o-Sudhakar of the 28th November says that in filling the 
posts of Conservancy Inspector and License or 
Cart Inspector, which lately fell vacant in the 
Midnapore Municipality, the Chairman of that 
municipality overlooked the claims of three Muhammadan candidates who were 
in many respects more competent than the two Hindus who have been 
appointed. One of the Muhammadan candidates, at least, namely, Munshi 
uhammad Budruddaja, was superior in qualifications to the Hindu gentleman, 
who has secured the post of Conservancy Inspector. Munshi Muhammad 
Badruddaja has passed the F.A. examination and is well versed in Urdu, 
Persian and Bengali, He holds a good certificate from the Port Commissioners’ 
office, where he served for some time on a salary of Rs. 40 a month. 

The second Musalman candidate, Munshi Jan Muhammad Khan, knows 
Bengali well and has some knowledge of. English and Urdu as well. ‘The 
Commissioners almost in a body were in favour of his appointment as Cart 
a 7 because he had been five or six years farmer of cart license 
under the municipality. 

The Hindu who has been appointed as Cart Inspector knows only Bengali, 
and is quite innocent of any knowledge of English. He entered the service of 
the municipality as a bill collector, and never drew a higher pay than Rs, 15. 

The third Musalman candidate, Munshi Altaf Ali Khan, has for fifteen 
years served the municipality in the capacity of a conservancy peon and is of 
respectable birth. 

29. The Chinsura Vartavaha of the 29th November writes as f>llows:— 

ag seen tealany Seer eer The a Commissioners of Calcutta will 
the Municipal Commissioners of not soun forget the way in which the Lieutenant- 
Cneette. Governcr has insulted them and wounded their 
feelings. There would have been nothing to be sorry for or wonder at if the 
harsh words to which they were treated had fallen from Sir Charles Elliott. 
But who could have dreamt that Sir Alexander Mackenzie would become so 
"og as to tell the Commissioners at a public meeting what no Lieutenant- 

overnor had told them before? We are ata loss to conjecture the reason 
why His Honour became so angry and used such language towards the Com- 
missioners. if the Commissioners did an thing wrong it was in connection 
with the precautionary measures proposed ‘he Dr. Simpson for the prevention of 
the plague. But what could they do? They were always ready to keep the 
tuwn as clean as possible, and never opposed any proposal for cleansing it. 
And this is the reward they: have received for their patriotic labour. The truth 
is that it would have been better for His Honour to have laid the foundation 


Two apnointments in the Mid- 
napore Municipality. 
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stone and gone away without making any speech, as the occasion called for 
none. He would not in that case have harmed his own good name. As it 18, 
he wounded everybody’s feelings by rebuking the Commissioners on behalf of 
the executive of the municipality, and has therefore incurred everybody’s 
censure. Strict impartiality was expected of him. 

The Lieutenant-Governor’s censure of the Commissioners has delighted 
their enemies. In their reports of the speech, the Englishman and the Indian 
Daily News tauntingly remarked that the Commissioners.in a body intended 
to resign. Itis to be hoped that the Commissioners will have the courage 
to carry out their intention. : 

30. After SirStuart Hogg, observes the Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika of the 

The Lieutenant-Governor’s at- oU0th November, no other Chairman of the Calcutta 
tack upon the Municipal Commis- Municipality has dared to lead the Commissioners 


DAINIK-0-SAMACHAR 
CHANDRIKA, 


Nov. 30th, 1896, 


—— by the nose. Mr. Metcalfe tried to keep up the © 


Hoggian traditions, but was discomfited and forced to resign. Since then all 
Chairmen have had the discretion of acting with caution. This is the reason 
why the Anglo-Indian community as well as the Lieutenant-Governors of 
Bengal have been so much disgusted with the present municipal administration 
of Calcutta. Mr. Williams, a Civilian, has now been pitchforked into the Chair- 
manship, and the Municipal Commissioners have been cajoled into accepting 
him. He has discovered which way the wind blows and is trying to out- 
Hogg Hogg himself. In the municipal address presented to the Lieutenant- 
Governor the other day he made light of the Commissioners and spoke highly 
of the services of Dr. Simpson and other municipal officials. The Lieu- 
tenant-Governor swelled the chorus and soundly rated the Commissioners. It 
remains to be seen what the Commissioners will do after this severe castigation 
received at the Lieutenant-Governor’s hands. | 

31. The Sulabh Dainik of the 30th November has the following :— 

In his speech on the occasion of laying the foun- 
dation stone of thenew drainage works at Palmer’s 
Bridge, the Lieutenant-Governor soundly rated and 
abused the Municipal Commissioners of Calcutta. One-would treat a domestic 
servant more courteously than the Lieutenant-Governor did the Commissioners. 
His speech has not only offended the Commissioners, but has pained the public. 
The speech would not have caused so much pain and heart-burning if it had 
been made by Sir Charles Elliott. If the Lieutenant-Governor had felt himself 
called upon to rate the Commissioners he could have easily assumed a less offen- 
sive tone; he could have administered his rebuke in a conciliatory spirit. In 
fact, no one expected such offensive tone in a speech of the Lieutenant-Gover- 
nor, from a man of his temperament, from one that is, who is the pink of courtesy, 
who is known for his kindness and generosity, and who is in most respects a 
disciple of Lord Ripon and Sir Ashley Eden. His Honour has disappointed. 
his admirers, and we doubt not that ina calmer moment he will find out his 
mistake and repent of what he has done. ‘Vhe Commissioners did not in all 
conscience deserve the Lieutenant-Governor’s rebuke for their disinterested 
labour of love. They may have faults and shortcomings, but the best way of 
making them mend their defects is not to rate them in a public speech. Being 
the head of the Government, Sir Alexander Mackenzie ought to have shown 
ereater patience and moderation. He hasnotin ouropinion made quite a proper 
use of his power and position. : 

But are the Commissioners, after all, quite as useless and inefficient as they 
have been represented to be? They have certainly improved the sanitary con- 
dition ofthe town. They have turned many stinking streets into airy thorough- 
fares. They have done a great deal. A great deal more remains to be done 
which the Commissioners will no doubt complete in course of time. They are, 
it is true, very strict about the spending of the rate-payers’ money, but for this 
they should be praised, and not blamed. Their economy is commendable. For 
the very drainage works of which the Lieutenant-Governor laid the foundation 
stone Messrs. Martin and Company demanded eight lakhs of rupees, but the 
Commissioners have settled the matter with Messrs. Burn and Company for 
half the sum. The Lieutenant-Governor ought to have considered all these 
points before he proceeded to find fault with the Commissioners. His ill-advised 
speech has cast a slur upon him, and this pains us, We are not and cannot be 
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angry with Sir Alexander Mackenzie who is our favourite Lieutenant-Governor. 
We believe the Lieutenant-Governor made his speech in a pet, He is sure to 
repent of it in a calmer moment, and conciliate the Commissioners with kind 
words. : 

As for the Commissioners, they no doubt gave the Lieutenant-Governor 
some cause for dissatisfaction. Itis true that Dr. Simpson went a little too 
far in his efforts to prevent the plague from visiting the metropolis, but he 
acted in good faith. By drawing out blood from a dying man he did not 
commit an unpardonable offence. The Commissioners, therefore, could have 
well spared him their invectives although they had good reason to disapprove 
of his conduct. They could have certainly shown greater moderation than they 
have done. 

32, The Hitaishi of the 1st December thus comments on the Lieutenant- 
Governor’s Palmer’s Bridge speech :— 

The Commissioners have offended the Lieuten- 
ant-Governor by their treatment of the Health 
Officer who belongs to His Honour’s own nationality and, as such, has naturall 
claimed his sympathy. No argument can defend Dr. Simpson’s conduct, and 
so the Lieutenant-Governor took to vituperation by way of defence. 

Who has told the Lieutenant-Governor that the Commissioners needlessly 
interfere with their servants? Have they ever interfered with the Chairman or 
the Engineer? His Honour took the Commissioners to task for the insanitary 
Condition of the town. Is not the Health Officer himself more to blame for 
this? That gentleman does not concern himself with the conservancy arrange- 
ments of the town. If Dr. Simpson had brought about any reasonable scheme of 
reform the Commissioners would have certainly granted money to carry it out. 
It is true that the Commissioners ought not to depend entirely on the Health 
Officer, but ought also to exert themselves; but is not Dr. Simpson to blame 
for neglecting to do his duty for the performance of which he is handsomel 
paid? The Lieutenant-Governor ought not to have found fault with the Com- 
missioners for what he called their speech-making proclivity. It is true that 
the Commissioners are a little slow, but that is inevitable where work has to be 
done by anumber of men. ‘lhe Lieutenant-Governor’s speech has pained us. 
The Englishman says that His Honour will strike at the root of Local Self- 
Government in Calcutta and there is something to this effect in his speech. 


We hope, however, that the Lieutenant-Governor will reconsider what he has 
said 


The Lieutenant-Governor's 
Palmer’s Bridge speech. 


30. The Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika of the 1st December has the follow- 
ing :— 

Lord Ripon used to say that the object of 
introducing Local Self-Government in this count 
was to give the people a sound political training. The members of the self- 
governing bodies have implicitly relied on Lord Ripon’s assurance, but in 
vain, Local Self-Government in this country has not been moulded in the wa 
desired by Lord Ripon. ‘The officials have been given the upper hand in all 
municipal matters, and all legislative enactments pertaining to Local Self- 
Government have gone not on the lines laid down by him, but against them. 
For good or for evil, we do not say which, Lord Ripon’s ideal of Local Self- 
Government has not been realized. The system which has been brought into 
existence and nourished falls far short of that ideal. It is hollow and empty 
and has nothing of the real thing in it. Lord Ripon’s promise to follow English 
authority and precedent in the matter of Local Self-Government has been 
honoured more in the breach than in the observance. English precedent has 
not been followed ; it cannot be followed in this country between which and 
England there is a vast difference. Lord Ripon said that the Government 
would not interfere with any municipality except where they stubbornly 
refused to intreduce even the most urgent and practicable reforms. Such inter- 
ference with municipal administration is net rare even in England, but there 
such interference has led more than once to the fall of a Ministry. Here, in 
this country, however, it is otherwise. In Calcutta, in the London of India, 


that is to say, the Lieutenant-Governors have without a single exception 
treated the Municipal Commissioners with scant courtesy. Local Self-Govern- 
ment has, in short, proved a failure—not a blessing, but a curse. It is a like a 


The Lieutenant-Governor’s 
Palmer's Bridge speech. 
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hornets’ nest. The sting is there, but not the honey. The only result of it 
has been to level down caste distinctions, to encourage servile canvassing for 
votes and to occasion lavish expenditure of money. It isa ity that the Babus 
have not been able to find out from its taste the stuff of which Lord Ripon’s 
Delhi /addu is made. Local Self-Government has so long proved an instrument 
of doing many things unHindu, and the Municipal Commissioners have all along 
been condemned and not praised by the Lieutenant-Governors. Sir Charles 
Elliott’s castigation pained the Babu Commissioners, and they expected con- 
siderate treatment at the hands of Sir Alexander Mackenzie who gave himself 
out as Lord Ripon’s disciple in the matter of Local Self-Government. But he 


has given the Babus a sound lesson on the occasion of laying the foundation — 


stone of the new drainage works at Palmer's Bridge. It is doubtful, however, 
whether His Honour’s speech will after all bring them to their senses. , 

We do not blame Sir Alexander Mackenzie for what he has said. He no 
doubt said what he thought right and proper to say. But the spectacle of his 
rating the Commissioners in public was an unseemly one. His Honour himself 
has not approved of all that Dr. Simpson did during the plague scare, and the 
Medical Board he appointed has rejected many of the Health Officer’s proposals. 
Still Dr. Simpson is moving heaven and earth to make a plague of what is not 
plague and has tried to ignore the Medical Board’s opinion. He even went the 
length of drawing blood from a dying man who was not stricken with plague. 
He has treated the Commissioners with contempt and has set a deaf ear to 
their protest. ‘I‘he Chairman, too, is treating them with scant courtesy. All 
this has offended and pained the Commissioners, and it did not become the 
Liutenant-Governor to abuse them precisely at this moment. 

The only fault of the Commissioners seems to be that they are serving the 
public without pay or remuneration. The Commissioners are not the Lieuten- 
ant-Governor’s servants that they should be rated in this way. It is true that 
any and every Anglo-Indian official can treat a native just as he pleases and we 
should have had nothing to say in the matter had it not been for our ruler’s 
profession of justice and equality. The Lieutenant-Governor’s rating of the 
Babus does not grieve us because we still hope that it will make them under- 
stand their position. 

To do the Commissioners justice we must say that they are not unmindful 
of their duty, and that they have done their best to improve the sanitary condi- 
tion of the town. Rome was not built in a day, and it is not wise to attempt the 
impracticable. ‘The municipal rates in Calcutta are the heaviest in India, and 
it will not be kind or generous to do the poor rate-payers to death by a further 
enhancing of the rates. In fact, the Commissioners are not in any way to blame. 

It is a pity that the Babus are still slow to realize their position and to 
understand that their Local Self-Government is a sham. The days of Ripon 
and Baring are gone. ‘They, at any rate, would not have given them kicks for 
their labour of love. England is not India, and you are not on the same 
footing with Anglo-Indians. Why try to rival them? Wash your hands clean 
of Local Self-Government, go-home, and pray in peace. 

34. The emnauidienan <4 Chandrika of the 3rd December writes as 

ii ollows :— 

Pi Mn yy teat oye In the unanimous opinion of the Medical 
Calcutta. Board, not a single plague case occurred in Calcutta, 
and Dr. Simpson has betrayed his ignorance of bacteriology by insisting 
that plague cases have occurred in the town. In other words, the Medical 
Board has in a way condemned Dr. Simpson for his raising a hue and cry 
and drawing out blood from a dying man. It, therefore, goes without saying 
that the Lieutenant-Governor was ill-advised in abusing the Commissioners 
in defence, as it were, of the Health Officer. His Honour has no doubt found 
out his mistake by this time. ; 

It is said that the Lieutenant-Governor’s speech was directed against all 
Commissioners, and not merely against the native Commissioners. ‘The Lieute- 
ant-Governor may have had all the Commissioners in his mind when he de- 
livered his speech, but the drift of that speech would lead one to think 
that it was the native Commissioners and the couple of European Commis- 


sioners who opposed Dr. Simpson that came under Sir Alexander Mackenzie’s 
chastisement. 
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The Lieutenant-Governor has after all found out his mistake. Perhaps 
the Medical Board’s report has brought about this happy state of things. Hig 
Honour says that his language may have been at fault, but not his sentiment, 
He did not mean to exculpate the municipal servants or to shift the whole 
burden of blame on to the shoulders of the Commissioners. His Honour’s 
explanation has pleased us. No one would be more glad than we to see the 
metropolitan filth thoroughly removed, but we do not approve of harassingly 
stringent building regulations. I[t will certainly be wrong to try to build 
Rome in aday. We have something more to say. Let an estimate be made 
of the amounts of tax paid by the native and the European rate-payers 
respectively from the time of the Justices of the Peace down to the present 
time, and also of the amounts of money spent in the native and the European 


quarters, respectively. ‘This will show why the native quarter is in an insani- 
tary condition. 


(1) Questions affecting the land. 


35. The Hindi Bangavasi of the 30th November says that the Rani of 
The Tikaxi Tikari before her death made a will providing for 
e Tikari estate. 

the management of her estate by her mother and 
her husband. But no svoner had the Rani died than the District Collector, 
in disregard of the terms of the will, appointed a European manager to look 
after the estate. ‘This manager who has brought the estate under his sole 
control is giving trouble to the mother of the late Rani. When the will 
contains distinct clauses providing for the management of the estate, to set 
aside the managers appointed thereby, and throw the estate money into the 
mouths of haramkhors (persons addicted to taking bribes or making other 
unlawful gain, or idle or lazy people who do not perform the work for which 

they are paid) by appointing an outsider as manager, is not certainly just. 


(9)—Ratlways and communications, including canals and trrigation. 


36. A correspondent of the Charu Mihir of the 23rd November draws 
attention to the inconvenience which is felt b 
passengers who travel by the Sylhet or Cachar 
steamer for want of a waiting-room at Dulalpur, near Bajitpur, in the Mymen- 
singh district, which is a changing station. About a hundred passengers, on 
an average, have to wait every day at this place for the Cachar steamer which 
arrives at a late hour in the night. The exposure these men have to suffer is 
better imagined than described. 


37. A correspondent of the Bangavast of the 28th November complains 


bth os ees a that Rs. 200 have been levied from Bhawanipur, 

. ' a village in the Jessore district, for the purpose of 

dredging a khal connecting the Kumar with the Navagunga. The money 
would have been better spent in dredging the mouth of the Kumar. 


The Cachar steamer service. 


(1) — General. 


38. In reference to the removal of the Burdwan Commissioner’s office to 
| Chinsura, the Sahachar of the 25th November can- 
cznt Damon roc’ Burdwan not say what special advantage will be derived 


from this measure except this that it will bring the 
office nearer to Calcutta. But the town of Burdwan being situated in the 


middle of the division and being larger in area and healthier than Chinsura 

was better suited for the location of the Commissioner’s office. In.a time of 

distress like the present, money should not have been wasted in this manner to 
secure only a personal advantage. 

39. ‘The Bangavasi of the 28th November observes that about a lakh of 

rupees will be spent in removing public offices 

and Bante: clices from Hooghly from Burdwan a Hooghly to 7 Bay With 

er this lakh of rupees the water-supply of the entire 

Burdwan district could have been improved. Removal of offices from one place to 

another is the effect of a whim, and in these hard times it would have been 

better not to indulge in it. | 
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40. A correspondent of. the Dacca Prakash of the 29th November says 
that malarious fever 1s raging so violently in Nagar- 
pur, Mahmudnagar and adjacent villages in the 
Tangail subdivision of the Mymensingh district, 
that the local post-office cannot meet the demand for quinine. Government 
should send a doctor to these villages. 


Malarious fever in some villages 
in tho Mymensingh district. 


IV .—NATIVE STATES. 


41. The ae - ae November says that Maulvi Imtiaz 

bi ; i, the Minister of the Bhopal State, being dead, 
org: a etmemerens some people are sopenteaalian Hand Alt Khan, 
a Barrister of Lucknow, and others Maulvi Abdul Jubbar Khan Bahadur, for 
the post. The writer will be glad to see the pust given to the latter. Maulvi 
Abdul Jubbar is a man of great ability and large experience and is well versed 
in Arabic, Persian and English. He is also a religious man of ripe years. 


V.—PROSPECTS OF THE CROPS AND CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE. 


42. The Charu Milir of the 23rd November writes as follows :— 

Ne news of rainfall has been received from 
any place in the Mymensingh district. But infor- 
mation is being received from various places that 
the paddy plants have withered. New rice is selling at Rs. 4 to Ks. 4-8 per 
maund. ‘I'he crops in Bhawal, Sherpur and Alapsingh, which supply a goud 

rtion of the district with food, have been seriously damaged. From informa- 
tion collected from cultivators it appears that the harvest that has been gathered 
will supply the people of the district with food up to some days of the month 
of Falgun, but not longer. | 

43. ‘The same paper has received from correspondents the following 

reports of the prospects of the crops and condition 
— * the Mymensingh of the people in certain villages in the Mymen- 
singh district :-— 

(1) In Nagarbari the people are starving or getting insufficient food. But 
the zamindar is busy collecting rents. The villagers are also greatly suffering 
from scarcity of water. Theft is rife in the village. 

(2) For some months there has been no rainfall in Islampur within the 
jurisdiction of the Ambaria thana in the Tangail subdivision, and the paddy 
plants are in consequence withering. The people are in despair. ‘The prices 
of paddy and rice are rising. Rice is selling at Its. 5-6 to Rs. 5-8 per maund, 
but even at that price it cannot be obtained in large quantities, 

(3) A flight of locusts visited Gopaldigha in the T'angail subdivision on the 
14th November and destroyed the paddy growing on about four or five khadas 
of land. Rice is selling in this place at Rs. 5-8 per maund. The zamindars 
are quite indifferent to the sufferings of their raiyats, and are mostly spending 
their time in amusements. a Sees 

(4) Distress prevails in a large number of villages within the jurisdiction of 
the Gaffargaon thana. The paddy plants have mostly withered for want of 
rain. The harvest that will be gathered will not supply food for more than a 
month or two. The mustard crop has been a complete failure. Even in such 
a time of distress the men of a certain talukdar of Kushtia are collecting rent 
from the raiyats. For fear of lathials, many poor raiyats have left their homes. 
In Tengar Bhawal many poor Musalmans and Mandais are living on potatoes, 
radishes, greens, plantains, &c. Almost every village is also suffering from 
want of water; and the drinking of impure water 1s producing cough, fever and 
other diseases. tae 

44, Thesame paper says that when distress really prevails in the country, 

ers agen should not, for fear of a little waste of 

The Viceroy’s duty in the money, hesitate to take such steps as will full 
— meet the calamity. Hesitation ata time like this 
renders timely relief impossible and makes death from starvation an extremely 
probable contingency. The present distress cannot be removed so long as 
Government dces not take upon itself the responsibility of getting a food- 
supply for its starving subjects, To leave the supply of grains to traders and 


Crop prospects in the Mymen- 
singh district. 
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help the people only with money will do no = For'the grain dealers will 
certainly combine to keep up high prices, and the little pecuniary help which 
Government will give to each family in distress will be too small to supply all 
its members with sufficient food. In ordinary times Government ought not to 
interfere with trade; but when starvation and death are staring its subjects in 
the face it will be culpable to sit idle relying upon the economic principle of 
demand and supply. Nor should the Government at a time like this have an 
eye to its own profit and loss, It is true it has promised to spend any amount 
of money for relief of distress, But it is still acting with so much caution that 
many deaths from starvation aro likely to occur. 

It is not also proper for the Viceroy to be engaged at such a time in 
receiving addresses and in enjoying himself. The large number of deaths 
which are taking place in the Central Provinces could most probably have been 
prevented if His Excellency had himself been present on the o and watched 
the actions of the local authorities. His Ulwar explanation of his tour is not 
satisfactory. He ought to visit the places where distress has become very acute, 
not, of course, for the purpose of interfering or meddling with the local autho- 
rities, but for giving advice and encouragement. The people will feel greatly 
re-assured if they see the Viceroy among them doing his best to relieve their 
distress. 

45, The Burdwan Sanjivani of the 24th November hus the following :— 
The prevailing distressis acute. One shudders 
to think how people will fare in oy | and June, 
What corn the people had still left to them has been bought up ata high price by 
corn dealers from the North-Western Provinces. This heavy exportation of 
corn has raised the corn market, and even in Burdwan coarse rice is selling at 
kanchi eleven or pucca éight seers per rupee. The pinch is being severely felt 
by the labouring classes. Let us consider the case of a labourer and his 
family. Let us suppose his family to consist of his wife and two children. 
These four persons must have three seers of rice every day to suffice them for 
two full meals and the breakfast of murhi (fried rice). Three seers of rice 
will now cost the labourer six annas and he will require two annas more for 
oil, salt and other necessaries. There are, however, few labourers in this 
country who earn eight annas aday. Let us make the calculation in another 


The famine in Bengal. 


way. According to official computation every individual in the country earns 


SaHacHaR, 
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on the average Rs. 27 per year, i.e. about Rs. 2-4 per month. The typical 
labouring family, contemplated above, will, under this computation, earn about 
Rs. 9 per month, while as we have shown, they will not be able to support 
themselves on less than Rs. 15. ) 

Civilization is spreading in the country. But the civilization which has 
increased comfort and material prosperity in other countries has only served 
to impoverish India and deplete her of her food-stock. The rich in the 
country contribute money tothe Dufferin Fund or spend their thousands on 
waterworks, but they have given up the practice of digging tanks and wells. 
They now possess Government paper and currency notes instead of granaries of 
corn. We are exporting our corn to foreign countries, but we do not import 
corn from them. In fact, the railway, the steamer and the factory have served 
more to impoverish India than to increase her material wealth, more to carry 
away wealth from her than to bring wealth to her from other countries. 


But it is idle to talk of the causes of our distress or to ascertain who is 
to blame for it. Famine is in our midst. Starvation and death stare us in 


the face. We are too helpless to cope with the disaster. We stand begging 
for food at the door of the Government. Let it come to the rescue of its 
afflicted loyal subjects and prevent them from dying at its door. Fear of death 
is no doubt painful, but much more painful is the thought that our death will 
tarnish the fair fame of British rule. We hope, however, that our cry will 
be heard by the Government. 


46. The Sahachur of the 25th November requests Sir Alexander 


| my Mackenzie to quit the metropolis and go about 
A Sonendes Mackenzie's duty visiting at least some of the places where distress 
a 18 prevailing. In a-time like this, the ruler should 

see with his own eyes the condition of his subjects, and every ruler should do 
whet Sir Antony MacDonnell is doing in the North-Western Provinces for the 
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relief of distress. Sir Antony is visiting every place where distress prevails 

and is consulting with the people as to the best means of removing it. Sir 
Alexander Mackenzie should follow in Sir Antony's footsteps. 

47. The Darussalitanat and Urdu Guide of the 26th November offers 

, thanks to Sir Antony MacDonnell for the efforts he 

Ripe tag on nlm andthe is making to check the distress in the North- 

: Western Proivnces. In order to furnish the 
famished people with work His Honour has commenced some new railway 
lines. In Bengal food articles are already being sold at famine prices; but 
Government has not up to this time taken any action to reduce the distress. 
Famine is raging in Bihar. In the Sonepur fair, which is the largest of the 
kind in India, there was a poor gathering this year. Cows were sold in large 
numbers at very small prices and there were tew horses and elephants brought 
for sale. Sir Alexander Mackenzie went to the fair with the object of 
holding a conference in order to collect information, official and non-official, 
regarding the distress and deciding what steps should be taken in the way of 
granting relief. The conference was, however, attended by all European 
officials and a number of non-official gentlemen. Ray Jai Prokash Lall appears 
to be the only native gentleman who attended it. 

. In the course of his speech His Honour said that the prospects of the crops 
were not so bad ashe had thought, and that rain, which was badly wanted 
throughout Bihar, would remove all difficulties. 
48. The Vikrampur of the 26th November writes as follows :— 

: While people are dying of starvation every- 
Pern 2 = where, Lord Elgin is engaged in deer-shooting and 

in tiger-hunting. But His Excellency has devised 

a plan for keeping himself informed of the extent of the scarcity and the 
number of deaths which is taking place from starvation. He is visiting the 
Native States, and with the help of wine cups and illuminations and fireworks is 
enabled to have a view of the whole country and the distress which is making 
such havoc within it. 

_ The Indians will never forget His Excellency’s doings, and they regret 
that his name will not be remembered in history as that of a god, as the name 
of every ruler of India should be. 

Sir Alexander Mackenzie, however, has been really grieved at the sight 
of the sufferings of his subjects, and is doing his best to alleviate their distress. 
The thought that he is so solicitous to save them soothes his subjects even in 
their starvation. May such a Lieutenant-Governor live long! 

49. Acorrespondent of the Daintk-o-Samachar Chandrika of the 26th Novem- 
ber complains that famine of an acute type is fiercely 
raging in several villages under the jurisdiction of 
the Kaliganj thana in the Khulna district. The distress of the people is better 
imagined than described. All classes are equally in distress. The zamindars 
are over head and ears in debt, the labourers are thrown out of work and the 
number of beggars hus increased. But there is no food. Rice is scarcely to be 
had and its price is prohibitive. People are living on roots and plants... The 
Commissioner of the Presidency Division paid a visit to the Kaliganj thana a 
few days ago, About five thousand starving men, women and children waited 
at the ‘hana for his arrival. But he came late, and the disappointed crowd 
looted the shops, and the police could hardly control them. Theft and dacoity 
have become very frequent of late. Water scarcity, too, prevails. 

50. The Barisal Hitaishi of the 26th November says that in almost every 

: village in the Backergunge district distress 1s 

Backergunge prevailing among the poor and the middle class 

people. Many helpless widows and old men and 

men with large families are starving or living on insufficient food. It is hoped 

that the well-to-do people of the district will be as ready this year to help the 

men of their own district as they were year before last to help the Faridpur 
people in their distress. 3 

51. A correspondent of the Samay of the 27th November says that 

oS scarcity prevails in Joania Bhaluka, a village in the 

Scarcity in a village in the Nadia district. There was severe water-scarcity 

| eee Cieneiet. in this and the adjoining villages. ‘This year 


Famine in Khulna. 


Distress in the 
district. 


DaRuUssaLTaNa? 
aND Urnpvu Going, 


Nov. 26th, 1896. 


VIEKRAMPOR, 
Nov. 26th ’ 1896, 


DAINi«-0-SAMACHAR 


CHANDRIKA, 
Nov. 26th, 1896. 


BaRIsaL Hitalsai, 
Nov, 26th, 1896, 


Samay, 
Nov. 27th, 1896. 


Eat AS 
Rae ee 


ae 7 
cam 


AirravaDt, 


Nov. 27th, 1896. 


HrravaD!, 


HrravaDi, 


( 1188 ) 


water-scarcity will be much more severely felt in these villages. The prosp 

of the crops are very gloouy. ‘Ihe aman crop 18 all but destroyed, and the 
rabi crop has not been sown. The prices of all food-stuffs have risen. Coarse 
rice is selling at Rs, 4-6 to Rs. 4-10 per maund aud flour at 3 annas per seer, 
Many are starving and half starving. The labourers are without any employ- 
ment. The Government and rich people should come to their rescue. 


52. The Hitavadi of the 27th November cannot approve of the Lieutenant- 
Governor's utterances at the Sonepur Fair on the 
The Lieutenant-Governor on the regent scarcity. It appears that His Honour has 
ons formed his idea of the scarcity from a perusal 
of official reports. He is of opinion that the distress does not call for an 
special measures, and that the District Officers may be safely left to cope wit 
it. But ho could not have said this if he had read the weckly reports of the 
scarcity published in the newspapers. Those reports are such as to make 
one’s hair stand on their end. ‘I'here can be no doubt that people are on the 
point of death from starvation, and that in some cases such ceaths have 
actually taken place. Neither the Divisional Commissioners nor the Magis- 
trates go about inspecting the condition of the villagers. For information on 
that head they rely upon the reports of the subordinate officers, and everybody 
knows how truthful such reports are. 


53. The same paper learns from a Meherpur correspondent that, unable 

os to bear the sight of his starving and emaciated wife 

PR dc suicide on accountof ond children, one Nabin Gosla of Bhatpara has 
eeoite committed suicide by hanging. This, if true, is a 
very horrible thing. It is hoped that the authorities will enquire into the 
matter. : 


54. The same paper publishes the following reports of scarcity at the 
places mentioned below :— 

Dakshin Rampur Sitapur, Howrah district. — 
Famine has become severer than before. People are wailing for want of food. 
Thefts and dacoities have begun to be committed. A daring dacoity was 
committed on the 7th November last at the house of Babu Purnachandra Basu 
of Rampur. 


Potujia, Sirajganj subdivision, Pabna district—The jute crop has proved 
a failure. Ontturn of the aus crop scanty. The condition of the aman crop, 
too, bad. Hardly a 4-anna crop isto be expected. Many are having ee 
one meal a day, while many others can get a meal only on alternate days. 
Three days ago an aged and emaciated Musalman came staggering, and begged 
for rice, saying that he and his family had had nothing to eat for the preceding 
three days. ‘l'ales of distress like this are to be heard every day. Rice is 
selling at 9 seers kuicha per rupee. If relief is not promptly afforded by the 
authorities, many are likely to die of starvation. 


Jalanpur, Bankura district.—Nearly a 15-anna portion of the Bankura 
people are agriculturists, It is therefore easy to see that there is great distress 
among them on account of drought. The tanks have nearly dried up, and the 
fields are parched. Rice and wheat are selling at Rs. 5, kalaé at Rs. 4, 
gram at Rs. 4-8 and oil at Rs. 15 per maund. The condition of middle 
class people is most wretched. They are suffering from distress, and yet cannot 
beg. To crown the whole, there is a cattle-plague. 


Basirhat.— Coarse rice is selling at Rs. 5-4 per maund in the subdivision. 
Many are starving from time to time. Scarcity has assumed the most terrible 
form in the south of the Hasanabad thana. People were living there so long on 
wild puin herb, on Aetal and on saluk. It is said that people are now hangin 
and drowning themselves in despair. Many are abandoning home and kindred. 
In many places rice is not to be had within 3 or 4 miles. Babus Syamacharan 


Barman, Upendranath Sau and Mahendranath Pain of Dhankuria are feeding 
many distressed people, | 


Bikainpur, Daulatpur thana, Kushtia subdivision—There is a_ terrible 
scarcity of food and water in the Daulatpurthana. Many tanks have dried up. 
The little water that still remains in kiais and dee/s is unfit for drinking, and 
even thirsty cattle turn away with loathing from it. Not more than 8 or 


Reports of scarcity. 
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9 peers of even coarse rice is to be had for a rupee. Rice is not always 
procurable for money. Cultivators are living upon kava, while day Jabourers 
are eating the leaves of the arum plant. There is no hope of the chatéals crop, 
andthe people are therefore in despair. The people sometimes flock to the 
thana.in large numbers. The able Sub-Inspector, Babu Harigopal Das, is 
dissiading them from acts of violence. When the Sub-Inspector goes to the 
mufassal, people gather round him erying “How are we. to ‘live?” He 
is affording them such :relief as his means permits. If Government now 
exeavates a few tanks and wells in these parts, the labourers may be able to 
earn their bread, and the water scarcity will be atthe same time removed. _ 
. Simla, <Asasunt thana, Khulua district.—There ‘is ‘terrible distress. No 
work :to be had, wages no higher than 2 annasiper day. Rice is selling at ‘5 
or 5} rupees per.maund and paddy at 20 or 22.seers:per rupee. Many do -not 
t:two meals every day and some are getting meals at intervals of two or three 
ays. Cows worth 40 rupees are selling for 19 rupees. Cattle cannot some- 
times be sold even at such cheap prices for want of purchasers. The people 
have already pledged away ornaments and domestic utensils. On the 10th 
November last, hearing that the District Magistrate and the Divisional Com- 
missioner would come, nearly 6,000 people assembled on the two sides of the 
river. They -waited from 6 a.m. to 3 P.M., when Babu Gatikrishna Neogi, 
Deputy Magistrate of Satkhira, sent them away with hopes of relief. After 
these men had gone away the Commissioner and the Magistrate came and 
inspected fields and made enquiries about prices of articles of food. The 
Commissioner held out hopes of relief within a month. 


Jajpur, Cuttack district.—The crops have withered. Already coarse rice is 
selling at 5 rupees per maund. Mufassal people are coming to the town in 
numbers to beg for food. But the townspeople are not in. a position to 


give any alms. Many petitions are being made for remission of rent and relief 
arrangements, | 


55. The Sanjivani of the 28th November observesthat it does not look well 
; _ that the Viceroy should be touring and enjoyin 
PA IP tgaaaag amusing during himself at a time when people are starving an 
famine is fairly raging in their midst. The 
Viceroy’s conduct is not likely to enhance the cordiality of the relation between 
the rulers and the ruled. 


56. The same paper observes that famine has already made its appearance 

in the country. The price of corn has risen prohi- 
bitively high. Coarse rice is selling at seven seers 
per rupee in fertile Tippera and at eight seers per rupee in Backergunge, Farid- 
pur and Mymensingh. The raiyats are still living on the stock of aus rice still 
left to them, and are still in a position to buy corn at the prevailing high 
price with the money they have derived from jute. But one month more, and 
and they will be completely resourceless, and then will famine be in full swing, 
and moving skeletons will be met all over the country. 


57. The same paper’s correspondent complains of widespread famine 
and scarcity. In Gorakhpur in the North-Western 
Provinces, rice is selling at three seers and a half 
per rupee, ‘This is an unprecedented rise in the price of rice. Even during 
the famine of 1865-66 rice sold at seven or eight seers per rupee, and its price 
did not rise higher than that during the mutiny. The number of beggars is 
increasing every day. Starving women with starving children in their arms 
are begging from door to door, but are sadly disappointed. They nowhere 
get a handful of rice. Deaths from starvation are now and then taking place 
among these starving people. The Lieutenant-Governor should pay Gorakhpur 
a visit and make arrangements for saving human life. The state of things 1s 
extremely gloomy in Noakhali. About a fourth part of the population are 
not getting even one full meal a day. The number of beggars has swelled 
so high that almsgiving has been discontinued. Theft and dacoity have 
increased. In the Fenny subdivision rice is selling at Rs. 3-8 to Rs 4-12 per 
maund. Rice is being exported. Theft and dacoity have increased. The 
Maharaja of Tippera and Maharaja Durga Charan Law should come to the 
rescue of their distressed tenantry. 


The impending famine. 


Famine in several places. 
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58. The Bangavasi of the 28th November observes that Russia’s 
. sympathy with the famine-stricken people of India 
Russian, sympethy with the and her attempt to raise subscriptions for their 
ee relief have given rise to suspicion in some quarters. 
If England can sympathise with Armenia, Burma and Africa, why should 
Russian sympathy with India excite jealousy or suspicion ? ) 
59. The same paper observes that the Government should grant a 
scarcity allowance, amounting to one-third of their 
Scarcity allowance to Govern- pay, to all Government servants drawing pay not 
pean exceeding four hundred rupees. The Government 
did not hesitate to incur an annual expenditure of about two crores of rupees 
in order to pay compensation allowance to its European servants on the ground 
that they are greatly inconvenienced by the fall in the value of silver. It 
will do nothing more than bare justice to grant a scarcity allowance to its native 
servants during this scarcity. | 
60. After the Sonepur conference is over, observes the same paper, it is 
officially given out that there will not break out 
a famine of an acute type in Bihar, especially after 
the late few showers of rain. In an official paper published in the Calcutta 
Gazette, however, the Commissioner of Patna observes that acute scarcity 
prevails in North Bihar. The writer is not much acquainted with the niceties 
of English writing, but he is of opinion that the Government should strain 
every nerve to grapple with the impending rwrorg f Why was the confer- 
ence held in camera, and why were natives precluded from taking part in the 
discussions? Is there something amiss about it? Rai Jay Prakash Lal 
Bahadur was the only native gentleman present at the conference. It is 
to be hoped that he at least gave expression to public feeling in the matter 
of famine. 
61. ‘The same paper observes that the effect of the late rains will not be 
i ee es uniformly good. The rains have done material 
injury to the arhar and some slight injury to the 
gram crop in Bihar and the North-Western Provinces. Potato will prosper in 
—_ where there have been slight showers, but not where the showers have 
een heavy. Cabbage, cauliflower, turnip and beet will also suffer. Heavy 
rains in Bengal will now completely destroy the standing crop and fodder. 
The late rains will do good to Bombay, Madras and the North-Western 
Provinces by preparing the soil for the sowing of the rabz crop. 
62. The same paper regrets that the Government will not this time 
eccuuilia al aut de import corn on its own account. The demand 
oar oe ERAT IONE for imported corn this year. will be far greater 
than in 1873-74, and it is not Jikely that private 
traders will successfully cope with this demand. Mr. Finucane observes that 
the experience of 1873-74 has taught the Government that the importation 
of corn on its own account will inflict serious loss upon it. The Government 
will, however, have to import corn if private traders fail to cope with the 
existing demand, and it were well that it began importation earlier. More- 
over, the Government will not now be blindly guided. It has facts and figures 
and carefully collected information to guide it. It is not, therefore, likely 
to import more corn than is wanted. In this time of distress even extrava- 
gance is better than parsimoniousness. The wages paid to labourers on relief 
works should not be fixed too low as they were in previous famines. 
63. Correspondents of the same paper complain of famine all over the 
i ee country. Scarcity prevails in Arhjurhi in the Burd- 
Bengal. of Seareu'y ‘2 wan district. Thecrops are withering. The middle 
and the lower classes are in distress. Rice is sell- 
ing at 10 seers per rupee. Water scarcity, too, prevails. ‘The prospects of the 
crops are hopeless in Majidu in the same district. The rospects of the radt 
crop are gloomy Only three or four out of five or six ts families of 
raiyats have stocks of grain left tothem. Water scarcity prevails. Rice is 
selling at Rs. 4-8 per maund. Most people are living on one méal a day. 
The prospects of the crops are gloomy in Mamudpur in the Khulna district. 
No rain. Good drinking water is badly wanted. Rice is selling at Rs. 9 
per maund and starving people are living on roots and plants. Famine has 


The Sonepur Conference. 
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made its appearance in Nakipur and the neighbouring villages in the same 
district. few days ago three men and two women died from starvation in 
a small village called Burhi Goaline. Many are starving in and about this 
village and are likely to die, ifno help comes tothem soon. Rice is selling 
at Rs. 5-8 to Rs. 6 per maund and padd at 15 or 17 seers per rupee, But 
neither rice nor paddy is available. ‘There has been no rain in Dhitpur in 
the Midnapore district since last Bhadra (August—September). The crops 
are withering. Rice is selling at eight seers per rupee. The condition of the 
middle classes is extremely miserable. The poor are not getting even one 
meal aday. Scarcity prevails in Gujna and six or seven neighbouring villages 
in the Faridpur district. Coarse rice is selling at 11 or 12 kanchi seers 
The aman crop has withered and the radi crop could not be sown. Many are 
not getting two meals a day. Water scarcity prevails in this village as well 
as in fifty or sixty villages in the Jessore district. Scarcity prevails in Mahes- 
pur in the same district. There was a two-anna aus crop and there is likely to 
be no rabs crop. Coarse aus rice is selling at Rs. 4 to Rs, 4-5 and dalam rice at 
Rs. 5 to Rs. 5-8 per maund. Water scarcity prevails. Food and water scarcity 
of an acute type prevails in Birpur in the Nadia district. There was no 
bhadot crop and the aman crop has completely withered. Many are getting 
only one meal after three or four days’ starvation. The state of things is 
hopeless in Govindpur in the Nadia district. Coarse rice is selling at Rs. 5 
per maund, The distress of the people is acute. Danej Shaikh has an old 
mother, a wife and five children. Starvation drove the mother out of home. 
Danej not being able to bear the sight of his children starving was about 
to hang himself when he was restrained by his neighbours. A young girl, 
daughter of one Bhola Shaikh, fainted from starvation. The prospects of 
the crops are gloomy in Govindpur in the Dacca district. The aman crop 
on high lands has withered and the rabi crop has not been sown for want 
of water. Paddy is selling at 13 seers per rupee. There has been a five- 
anna aman crop in Dhukuria in the Pabna district. Rice is selling at Rs. 4-14 
per maund and paddy at 12 to 16 seers per rupee. Locusts and other insects 
have done great harm to the standing crop. ny are living on half a meal a 
day. In the same district a man was sided up famished and half dead on the 
Berbhaulia road. Acute distress prevails in Gobarandhu in the Manbhum 
district. There was no rain and the crops have withered. On the 29th 
November last a woman was seen eating some food after two or three days’ 
starvation while her hungry child bound hand and foot was crying by her 
side and begging for something to eat, Famine is in full swing in Patahi- 
kuti in the ‘Tirhut district. Deaths from starvation are taking place. 

64. One Muhammad Abdul Jubbar, writing in the Mihir-o-Sudhakar 
of the 28th November from Fakirtala in the 
Noakhali district, says that an idea of the extent 
of the distress prevailing in that district can be 
formed if it is known that parents are deserting or selling their children. 
The other day a policeman was seen going about with a boy of seven or 
eight in quest of the boy’s parents. A boy of five or six is living in the house 
of the late Saber Khan daroga, The lad cannot tell his father’s name, and 
says he has heard of the death of both his parents from cholera. The Hatia 
child-selling affair must still be fresh in the minds of the public. There is, 
however, yet time to avert a famine by stopping the export fvood-grains from 
the district. It is to be regretted that Mr. Agasti, the District Magistrate, has 
caused a large amount of money to be wasted on his own reception. The 
money would have been better spent if it had been given to the distressed. 

65. The Sulabh Daintk of the 28th November has the following :— 

There is famine throughout the country and 
the people are in utter despair. But what is Lord 
Elgin doing to meet the calamity? He is just now making a tour of the 
country, getting grand receptions everywkere, receiving addresses, witnessing 
fireworks and joining in various amusements. Nice way this for His Excellency 
to ascertain the condition of the people! = ee 

His Lordship is Her Majesty’s representative in India, and isin charge 
of three wt and thirty millions of human beings. Her Majesty has 
enjoined him to see that not a man, woman or child dies of starvation: But 


Distress in the Noakhali dis- 
trict. 
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has that order been obeyed? Lord Elgin probably thinks that he is only a 
bird of passage in this country and need not trouble himself much about the 
people. If he had not thought so, he would have seen that Her Mojerty 
order was carried out. Is His Excellency sure that deaths are not already 
taking place from starvation? Oris he content with relying on the official 
rts, reports that is, which speak of the towns and seldom of the villages ? 
The fact is, that Lord Elgin has no sympathy with the people of India, or he 
could not approve of large sums of money being wasted on his reception at .a 
time like this. a 
The addresses he 1s receiving are mere paper addresses which possess 
nothing of the value and significance of addresses proceeding from the hearts 
of the three hundred and thirty millions of people. He has stretched out his 
hand, not to wipe the tears falling down the cheeks of the poor, the hungry 
and the dyi but to receive addresses. The responsibility which rests upon 
his hoclie & very great, but he has done nothing to discharge it. What, 
then, is the good of his staying in India? This is not the time when His 
Lordship ought to take part in balls, join parties, or recline at ease on a bed 
of roses. This is a time when, if he wishes to be known as a really great 
man, he ought to stretch out his hand to give food tothe hungry and save 
their lives. A pompous title and a pompous name do not make a man great. 
If he is a real well-wisher of the people he should appoint respectable and 
unprejudiced men to enquire into the condition of every village in the country, 
and do what appears needful to savethe people. He will cast a blot on his 
name if he is content with official reports, and with making, in the midst of 
mirth and enjoyment, mere lip expressions of sympathy with the a His 
subjects have been disappointed in him, but they hope that he will yet do 
something to save them from starvation. 
66. The Dacca Prakdsh of the 29th November makes no doubt that the 
ie Cisintesin Divina 6 Lieutenant-Governor’s circular to the Divisional 
missioners relating to scarcity. + Commissioners on the subject of the scarcity will 
do, at least, some good. But there is one thi 
which the writer has taken every opportunity to point out, and which he takes 
this opportunity to point out again, and it 1s that in the matter of collectin 
information about di 
of unscrupulous men who, in supplying the information asked for, look more to 
their own interests than to those of the community. Paragraph 2 of the 
circular tells the Commissioners not to open relief works in districts which have 
athered an eight-anna harvest. But in issuing this order the Lieutenant- 
overnor should have taken into his consideration the circumstance that though 
the average harvest of a district may have come up to the limit laid down, the 
harvest may have been good in seme part or parts while there may have been 
a total failure of crops in others. In such a case, the more fortunate parts 
cannot always be reckoned upon to help the less fortunate. Take the case of 
the Dacca district, for instance. There have been bumper harvests in the low 
lands of Munshiganj and Vikrampur, whilst the Manikganj and Sadar sub- 
divisions have not reaped a four-anna harvest. The whole district taken 
together may show an eight-anna outturn. But the mouth of the Ichhamati 
river being silted up, paddy from Munshiganj or Vikrampur cannot be brought 
to Manikganj. And, if acting on the principle laid down in paragraph 2, 
Government forbears giving the Manikganj people help, they will certainly ~ 
starve. Itis hoped, therefore, that in giving relief Government will not 
strictly follow that principle. 7 
67. The Viceroy, observes the Daik-o-Samachar Chandrika of the 1st 
The Government in thefamine,  DeC®mber, has been assured by the Lieutenant- 


aes: Governor of Bengal that the outlook in this 
Province is not so gloomy as was feared. In His Honour’s Opinion, even 
Mr. Bourdillon’s account of distress in the Patna Division is rather overdrawn. 
High prices of grain, however, prevail in Bengal, Bihar, Chota Nagpur and 
Orissa. It has been proposed to open relief works in the Satkhira subdivision 
of the Khulna district, and relief works will have to be Opened in many other 
places, It is, therefore, 


ST hail ach ‘ diffi ; ne to i page how the Lieutenant-Governor 
out any hope. is well to th le? be ak 
well that the Government’s anxiety Pans j e people’s fear, but it is no 


be unreasonably allayed. The 
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Lieutenant Governor assures the public that rice and wheat will be briskly 
imported from Burma, California, and Russia. But will any amount of im- 
portation, especially as it will be carried on by private traders, meet the 
demand for corn? It is also doubtful whether Burma will be able to export 
as much rice as the Lieutenant-Governor expects. It is a pity that even in 
this distress corn is being exported from the country. Even in October last 
3,163 tons of wheat were exported from India! 


68. The same paper observes that the weather and crop report published 

; in the Jndia Gazette does not allay the public 

or official weather and crop gnyiety. The late rains have not certainly driven 

sail out famine from Sombay and Madras. Has the 

outlook really improved in Patna, Gaya, Shahabad, Saran, Darbhanga, Lohar- 

dagaand Singhbhum? The prospects of the crops have not been bettered in 

the Central Provinces, where the outlook has become worse in Hosangabad. 

The outlook is bad in Jasalmir and Jaypur, Baghelkhund and Gwalior. It is 
impossible to ignore the existence of famine in Oudh and the Punjab. 


69. In his Baroda speech, observes the same paper, the Viceroy said that 
Se _ he meant to thoroughly enjoy himself in Baroda. 
The Viceroy in Baroda speaking (Congequently, the great point with him was to speak 
about the distress. 
hopefully of the present outlook. His Excellency 
assured the public that the late rains oak materially improve the state of 
things in Bombay and Madras and even in the Punjab and the North-Western 
Provinces. ‘The slight showers in Patna also have gladdened the Viceroy’s 
heart. Huis Excellency does not indeed speak so sanguinely of the Punjab as 
of the other Provinces, but he says that should famine break out there it will 
be successfully grappled with. If, however, the existence of the disease itself 
be ignored, whence will come the remedy? The Viceroy does not believe 
that there is not a large stock of corn in the country and he Jays great stress on 
the importation of corn. The Viceroy is of opinion that the late rains will 
make the rabi crop prosper everywhere. This is doubtful. More rains are 
needed to do material good to the rabz. 


70. A correspondent of the Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika of the 3rd De- 
cember complains that both food and water scarci 
prevail in Nakasipara in the Nadia district. The 
labourers are thrown out of work. The zamindar’s stock of cornis exhausted. 
Coarse rice is selling at 11 seers per rupee and finer rice at 10 seers. Relief 
works are urgently wanted. : 


Scarcity in a village in Nadia. 


VI.—MISscELLANEOUS. 


71. The Hitavadi of the 27th November contains an article describing 
7 the mismanagement of the shrine of Chandranath 
The shrine of Chandranath. in the Chitta cong district. 


72. A correspondent of the Sanjivani of the 28th November complains 
that malaria has broken out in Nagarpur, a village 
in the Tangail subdivision of the Mymensingh 
district, owing to rain water entering into the village and soaking into the 
soil. Medical assistance is sorely wanted. 


Malaria in a village in Tangail. 


Urtya PApers. 


73. The Uriya and Navasamvad of the 4th November observes that the 

| rains having held off entirely from about the 

vaio. middle of September, all hopes of reaping a good 

harvest have gone and the province ison the verge ofafamine. ‘'he pros- 
pects of a good crop tempted the cultivators to sell off all their paddy in stock, 
and now the rice which was selling at 28 seers per rupee has come down to 11 
seers, Water reservoirs have been resorted to for the purpose of irrigating 
fields, but their contents are hardly sufficient to meet the want. Inthe midst 
of the sufferings thus caused fever and measles have made their appearance, 
while cholera and cattle disease have maintained their strong hold throughout 


the year. Besides rice and paddy, the prices of other cereals have also gone 


up double. There is no knowing what further distress is in store. 
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74. The Utkal Dipika of the 7th November remarks that the Settlement 
Officers employed in Orissa have during the week 

Employment of Settlement Off- fone out to begin work in the mufassal. The 
enh wearers writer recommends that if the settlement work 
could be [9 pen for a while and the officers gp ty in making enquiries 
about loss of crops the real state of the country might be ascertained which 
would facilitate the settlement work in the long run. It would be incon. 
venient tothe people to be made to dance attendance before the Settlement 
Officers at a time when they are under the necessity of finding out some means 
of livelihood. j eee 

75. The same paper writes that uncommon incendiarism is said to be 

rife in the town of Puri. Fire is being set to the 

houses of not only those who possess any stock of 

paddy, but even to those of people who possess no grain. The incendiaries are 

also said to cast into the houses proposed to be burnt pieces of writing, giving 

intimation of their action. The people are, owing to these depredations, in 

great consternation, and the writer hopes that the Police will not fail to 
make an example of these badmashes. 

76. The same paper notes that of all the parts of the Puri district the con- 

dition of the tract known as Parikud seems to be 

Distross at Parikud and openmg the most deplorable. Already the people have 
wderecoaietprers begun to experience the pinch of starvation. The 

addy crop is said to have been entirely damaged for want of rain. The Col- 

ector of the district, Mr. Bell, has ordered the opening of an experimental 
relief work. The prospects of the other parts of the district are also gradually 
becoming gloomy ; but owing to the railway works being in progress, many are 
enabled to obtain employment, and this has helped to put down the cry of 
distress to a great extent. 
77. The same paper writes again :— 

At a time when the people are busily engaged in 
baling water into their fields and in watching their 
crops to guard against the depredation of thieves, 
the progress of the settlement work has proved a real oppression to them. It 
would be better if the work could be postponed for about two months. Itis 
not possible for the people to be present before the Settlement Officers when 
they have to do so much in connection with their fields. It has been notified 
that unless people called upon to appear put in an appearance they will be fined 
Re. 1 each. The raiyats can hardly afford to spare a moment now from the 
work of their fields. On the other hand, owing to dearness of food-grains many 
have to go out in search of some work. If, under such circumstances, they are 
compelled to waste whole days in Settlement Officers’ camps, how are they to 
live? It is meet that the authorities should cast a glance at this aspect of the 
question. In connection with the operations in progress for the recording of 
rights and the jamabandi ouly a month’s time has been given for the parties 
concerned to file their ay apo Unless the people be in a peaceful state of 
mind, it is not possible for them to think over the objections there may be to 
the proceedings. it is earnestly hoped that the subject-loving Government 
will think of the expediency of postponing the settlement work at this inaus- 
picious time. | 

78. Adverting to the famine of 1866, and the probability of a recurrence 
of the calamity at the present time, the same paper 
remarks that should a famine ever overtake the 


country, there is every reason to take courage that | 


the horrors of it cannot be so intensified as they were 30 years back. ‘The 
reasons for this are: — 


Ist.—That the wise and benevolent Government ha 


the ve recognized the 
occurrence as their direst foe and studied the question of guarding against its 


attacks in all possible manner. Even at the indications already observed of the 
march of this enemy, the Supreme Government has already instructed the 
Local Governments to guard all the avenues and to be in readiness to meet 
distress in all possible form. 


2n‘ly.—The construction of canals whereby a@ considerable area has 
become irrigable. : 


Incendiarism in Pur. 


Temporary postponement of the 
Orissa settlement operations. 


No cause for alarm on account 
of the scarcity. 
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_ $rdly.—Improvement in the facilities of communication both by land and 
water, by which people can freely move about and carry on trade. 
4thly.-Taccavi advances made by Government. — 

5thly.—Railway and other public works in progress which afford ample 
work to the labouring classes. Owing to these, the writer exhorts that the 

eople need be under no unnecessary alarm, but to strive to tide through their 
difficulties. The writer, however, would earnestly recommend that as an effort 
on the part of the people alone would not go far to remove distress, the Gov- 
ernment should intervene by giving pecuniary aid, and in enlisting the co- 
operation and sympathy of wealthy people. He also recommends that the low 
paid Government servants be given famine allowances, and provision be made 
for giving help to the poorer among the middle classes, in the first place, as 
these are the men who will feel the first pinch of scarcity. 

79. The Samvadvahika of the 5th November baw attention to the 
gradually darkening outlook of the country, and 
remarks that when even at the present moment 
rice is not procurab'e at places and incendiarism is heard of, one cannot foretell 
what further disasters are in store after the expiration of Magh and Phalgun. 

80. The Sambalpur Htlaishini of the 28th October regrets to learn that in 
the railway works in progress in Orissa, there isa 
preponderance of up-country coolies, and asks if the 
Uriyas are considered unfit even for cooly work. 
As this is certainly not the case, the writer hopes that the Iccal officers of 
Government will employ Uriya coolies on the railway works. 

81. The same paper notes that the people of Sambalpur are subjected to 
great inconvenience owing to want of good water 
both for the purposes of drinking and ablution. 
The writer blames the municipality for not adopting any measures for the. 
removal of this want. 

82. ‘The Uriya and Navasambad of the 11th November states that owing 

_ to the prevalence of scarcity the thakbust survey 

sp, tbe expedionsy: ot ——— * Bihar has been ordered to be held in abeyance 

or a year, and asks, cannot the Orissa settlement 

operations be similarly postponed till the return of a better season. The 

people cannot surely be expected to be able to pay any attention to the Settle- 

ment work when they have to bestir themselves to eke out a sustenance. The 

writer therefore suggests that it would be far more advantageous if the Settle- 

ment Officers could be engaged in ascertaining the real condition of the people 
of the different local areas they are employed in. 

83. 


The outlook. 


Employment of Uriya evolies on 
railway works in Orissa. 


Water scarcity in Sambal pur. 


The same paper alluding to the probability of a widespread scarcity 
in India advises that timely measures should be 
taken for warding off its worst results. It is but 
proper that the grain prodaced in the countr 
should not be allowed to be taken away elsewhere, but should be distributed 
within it according to local necessities; railway works should be extended to 
afford sufficient employment to the labouring class, and advances, where 
required, should be made freely. While mindful of all these, care should also 
be taken to provide against a water famine by ordering the digging of 
tanks, &c. 

84. The Utkal Dipika of the 14th November suggests that if the money 
collected for defraying the expenses of the forth- 
coming Indian National Congress which is to sit in 
Calcutta this year were spent in relieving distress 
now prevailing in the country, it would be better spent. ‘There can be no 
harm in postponing political discussions for a year. 

85. The Samvadvahike of the 12th November, referring to the orders 

Duty of Government officers in issued by the Secretary of State for India, om" 
view of Her Majesty’sorders re. cerning Her Imperial Majesty, the Empress of 
garding the famine. India’s wish as to the means to be adopted for 
saving people from the effects of a famine, observes that now that unrestricted 
liberty has been given to expend money on the relief of distress and the pre- 
vention of starvation, it will surely be to the discredit of Indian officers if 


proper arrangements are not made. 


Provision against the impending 
scarcity. 


Application of Congress money 
to relief work. 


SAMVADVABIEA, 
Nov. 5th, 1896. 


SAMBALPUR 
HITAISHINI, 


Oct. 28th, 1896. 


SAMBALPUR 
HITAISHINI. 


Uriya AND 
NAVASAMVAD, 


Nov, } lth, 1896, 


URIYA AND 
NaVASAMVAD. 


UTKALDIPIKA, 
Nov. 14th, 1896. 


SAMVADVAHIKA, 
Nov. 12th, 1896. 


SaAMBALPUR 
HITAISsHINI, 


Nov. llth, 1896. 


( 1146 ) 


86. The Sambalpur Hitaishini of the 11th N ovember writes that while 


. aes oe various means are be ado = at ee places 
toppage of exportation of tood- fo» the protection of people irom the effects of a 
yey from the Tributary States famine, it will be secu Sar the Gurjat Chiefs to 
stop exportation of rice and paddy from their territories for the present, as the 
internal communications in their States are not so improved by the opening 
out of railroads and canals, &c., as to enable them to bring in sufficient food- 
grains at times of necessity. The writer commends the action of the Bamra 
Feudatory Chief in taking the lead in this direction. 

The reporters of the same paper from Bamra, Athmalik, Jagatsingpur, 
Kendrapara, Puri, all complain of loss of crops from drought and of the 
gradual rise in the price of food-grains. 


CHUNDER NATH BOSE, 


Bengal Translator. 
BENGALI TRANSLATOR’S OFFICE, 


The 5th December 1896, 
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